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We, the undersigned faith leaders from different religious traditions in Virginia, stand together 
in expressing our opposition to our state’s death penalty. 

 
Those who are sentenced to death are invariably poor and/or mentally ill. They often suffer 
from violent family backgrounds, sexual abuse, and substance abuse. They are not the “worst 
of the worst,” but those who are hardest to defend in court due to their personal histories. 
Additionally, African Americans are disproportionately negatively impacted by the death 
penalty. Researchers have found that in Virginia, a person is more than three times as likely to 
be sentenced to death when the victim is white versus when the victim is black. 

 
It is time to address this historical sin and end state-ordered execution in Virginia. It is time for 
the General Assembly to repeal capital punishment once and for all to ensure that no innocent 
persons are ever put to death for a crime they did not commit. 

 

Reverend Gina Anderson-Cloud, 
Fredericksburg, VA 

Rev. Dr. Wayne Arnason, Charlottesville, VA 

Father James Arsenault, Henrico, VA 

Reverend Mirhang Baek, Lancaster, VA 

Mr. Jeffrey Bailey, Richmond, VA 

Dr. Dori Baker, Lynchburg, VA 

Chaplain Antionette Ballard, 
Chesapeake, VA 

Rev. Canon Kirk Ballin, Salem, VA 

Deacon Chris Barrett, Henrico, VA 

Reverend Timothy Barth, Danville, VA 

Reverend Kate Bast, Saugus, VA 

Reverend Denise Bates, Roanoke, VA 

Dr. Kenneth Beals, Staunton, VA 

Reverend William Bearden, Lexington, VA 

Minister Mary Bibbs, Chesapeake, VA 

Reverend Nathanael Blessington, 
Richmond, VA 

Dr. Steven Blunt, Suffolk, VA 

Reverend Brian Boettcher, Norfolk, VA 

Reverend Brian Bolton, Harrisonburg, VA 

Pastor James Booker, Virginia Beach, VA 

Reverend Christopher Bowen, Salem, VA 

Reverend Gennie Bowles, Woodbridge, VA 

Reverend Susan Brack, South Hill, VA 

Reverend Theresa Brion, Alexandria, VA 

Dr. Corey Brown, Carrollton, VA 

Pastor Matthew Bucher, Harrisonburg, VA 

Reverend Reverend Peggy Buelow, 
Carrollton, VA 

Reverend Daniel Burch, Lexington, VA 

Reverend Ruth Burgess, Williamsburg, VA 

Reverend Erin Burnette, Richmond, VA 



 

Norman Burton, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Doris Byrd-Madison, Hampton, VA 

Rev. Dr. Sarah Calvert, Fairfax, VA 

Reverend Jay Campbell, Alexandria, VA 

Reverend Grace Cangialosi, Ruckersville, VA 

Reverend Walter Canter, Charlottesville, VA 

Pastor Jessica Carter, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Helen Casey-Rutland, 
Williamsburg, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Carlton Casey, Williamsbjurg, VA 

Father David Casey, Fredericksburg, VA 

Reverend Tibbetts Cathy, Luray, VA 

Pastor Dr. Anthony Michael Chandler, 
Richmond, VA 

Reverend Carl Chapman, Winchester, VA 

Reverend Katharine Chase, Amherst, VA 

Reverend Denise M Childers, Manassas, VA 

Reverend Constance Clark, Earlysville, VA 

Reverend Bert Cloud, Fredericksburg, VA 

Reverend Jennifer Coffey, Danville, VA 

Reverend Drew Colby, Manassas, VA 

Dr. Veronica Coleman, Virginia Beach, VA 

Reverend Alan Combs, Salem, VA 

Dr. Lakeisha Cook, Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. John Copenhaver, Winchester, VA 

Rev. Dr. Carolyn Craft, Farmville, VA 

Rev. Dr. Douglas Crockett, Williamsburg, VA 

Mrs. Pam Culler, Powhatan, VA 

Reverend Heidi David-Young, 
Cross Junction, VA 

Reverend Jennifer Davis Sensenig, 
Harrisonburg, VA 

Dr. Naomi Davis, Chesterfield, VA 

Rev. Dr. Linda Dickerson, Christiansburg, VA 

Reverend Joanna Dietz, Centreville, VA 

Brother Larry Donnell, Portsmouth, VA 

Reverend Bradley S. Dulaney, Floyd, VA 

Reverend Garey Eakes, Arlington, VA 

Reverend Phyllis Earley, Poquoson, VA 

Pastor Reginald A. Early, Lexington, VA 

Dr. Leonard Edloe, Mechanicsville, VA 

Reverend April M Eikerenkoetter, 
Henrico, VA 

Deacon Michael Ellerbrock, Blacksburg, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Susan Ellerbrock, Blacksburg, VA 

Reverend Andrew Ensz, Fairfax, VA 

Pastor William Evans, Lignum, VA 

Reverend Stanley Farthing, Dayton, VA 

Reverend Judith G Fender, Springfield, VA 

Dr. Donald Ferris-Mccann, Falls Church, VA 

Pastor Morris Fleischer, Christiansburg, VA 

Reverend Bart Fletcher, Lynchburg, VA 

Reverend Karen Lewis Foley, 
Charlottesville, VA 

Rev. Dr. Mark Frazier, Troutville, VA 

Reverend Jonathan Fuller, Ashland, VA 

Deacon Christine J. Garcia, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Greg Garland, Pound, VA 

Rev. Dr. Daniel Garrett, Costa Mesa, VA 

Pastor Lauren Geraghty, Springfield, VA 

Reverend Marvin Gilliam Jr., Henrico, VA 

Reverend Elizabeth Givens, 
Mechanicsville, VA 
Bishop Susan Goff, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Johnathan Goode, Richmond, VA 

Pastor George Gorman, Palmyra, VA 

Pastor Kathryn Gosswein, Edinburg, VA 

Dr. Patricia Gould-Champ, Richmond, VA 

Reverend F Todd Gray, Richmond, VA 

Bishop Dwight Green, Hampton, VA 

Bishop Phillip Green, Newport News, VA 



 

Deacon Jon Greene, Blacksburg, VA 

Reverend Kerry Greenhill, Hampton, VA 

Pastor Virginia Greer, Cheriton, VA 

Reverend William Greer, La Crosse, VA 

Reverend Russ Gresham, Pembroke, VA 

Reverend Kendra Grimes, Ashland, VA 

Reverend Sean Gundry, Manassas, VA 

Reverend Joshua Hagstrom, 
Fredericksburg, VA 

Pastor Rosalind Hairston, Chesapeake, VA 

Pastor Maren Hange, Charlottesville, VA 

Dr. Youtha Hardman-Cromwell, 
Washington, VA 

Reverend Catherine Harris, Chesapeake, VA 

Dr. Emanuel Harris, Henrico, VA 

Reverend Queen Harris, Richmond, VA 

Pastor Pearl Hartman, Rockingham, VA 

Pastor Maggie Hasselbach, Chester, VA 

Reverend Stephen Hassmer, Sandston, VA 

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Haugh, Herndon, VA 

Reverend Valerie Hayes, Front Royal, VA 

Reverend Melissa Hays-Smith, Roanoke, VA 

Reverend William Heinzman, Herndon, VA 

Minister Gail Henderson, Hampton, VA 

Reverend Rock Higgins, Ashland, VA 

Rev. Dr. David Hindman, Williamsburg, VA 

Pastor Ralph Hodge, Henrico., VA 

Reverend Ben Horrocks, Altavista, VA 

Reverend Laura Horton-Ludwig, 
Williamsburg, VA 

Rev. Dr. Janine Howard, Alexandria, VA 

Reverend Chad Hrbek, Winchester, VA 

Reverend Susan Hughes, Moneta, VA 

Dr. Gary Hulme, Manassas, VA 

Reverend Teresa Hundley, New Kent, VA 

Reverend Deborah Hunley, Roanoke, VA 

Pastor Rodney Hunter, Richmond, VA 

Bishop Darryl Husband, Mechanicsvillle, VA 

Deacon Brian Hutcherson, Fishersville, VA 

Dr. Erdie Hutchings, Suffolk, VA 

Reverend Brett Isernhagen, Cobbs Creek, VA 

Father Justin Ivatts, Berryville, VA 

Dr. William Jackson, North Chesterfield, VA 

Rabbi Ellen Jaffe-Gill, Virginia Beach, VA 

Rev. Dr. Janice Jekins, Fairfax, VA 

Reverend Martha Jenkins, North 
Chesterfield, VA 

Reverend Bruce Johnson, Urbanna, VA 

Pastor Nancy Johnson, Amherst, VA 

Mrs. Martina Jones-Smith, Henrico, VA 

Dr. Dwight Jones, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Herbert Jones, Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. Keith Jones, Newport News, VA 

Rev. Dr. Patricia Jones, Christiansburg, VA 

Deacon William Joyner, Crozet, VA 

Rabbi David Katz, Williamsburg, VA 

Dr. Aaron Kauffman, Harrisonburg, VA 

Reverend Sara Keeling, Woodbridge, VA 

Reverend Dan Kim, Gum Spring, VA 

Dr. Karla Kincannon, Charlottesville, VA 

Reverend Gwendolyn King, Moseley, VA 

Reverend Joshua King, Purcellville, VA 

Reverend Anne Kirchmier, Newport News, VA 

Mr. Edwin Knihnicki, Alexandria, VA 

Rabbi Michael Knopf, Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. Kathleen Kurtz, Harrisonburg, VA 

Rev. Dr. Margaret Kutz, Chester, VA 

Reverend Andrew Labar-Dietz, Lynchburg, VA 

Reverend Meg Lacy Vega, Richmond, VA 



 

Reverend Ryan Larock, Chesapeake, VA 

Minister Katie Lawson-Hedger, Alexandria, VA 

Reverend Robert Lewis, Charlottesville, VA 

Reverend Beverly Lindsey, North 
Chesterfield, VA 

Pastor Garry Livermon, Williamsburg, VA 

Reverend Lauren Lobenhofer, Roanoke, VA 

Reverend Mary Lock, Stephens City, VA 

Reverend Ellen Longmoore, Nellysford, VA 

Reverend Bruce Lugn, Culpeper, VA 

Deacon Christopher Malone, 
Mechanicsville, VA 

Reverend Zynora Manson, Sandston, VA 

Pastor Marcus Martin, Henrico, VA 

Reverend Douglas Mccusker, 
Fredericksburg, VA 

Reverend Donte Mccutchen, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Jamie Mcreynolds, Blacksburg, VA 

Rev. Dr. James Melson, Glen Allen, VA 

Reverend Taylor Mertins, Woodbridge, VA 

Pastor Larry Miles, Mechanicsville, VA 

Reverend Claire Miller, Forest, VA 

Elder Robin Mines, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Laura Minnich Lockey, 
Harrisonburg, VA 

Rev. Dr. Joshua Mitchell, Glen Allen, VA 

Deacon Preston Mitchell, Bristol, VA 

Rabbi Jack Moline, Alexandria, VA 

Bishop Ernest Moore, Jr., Richmond, VA 

Reverend Jay Morgan, Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. Mochel Morris, Fredericksburg, VA 

Reverend Nancy Morris, Roanoke, VA 

Dr. C. Diane Mosby, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Craig Muffley, Fredericksburg, VA 

Reverend Josh Munnikhuysen, Orange, VA 

Reverend Gretchen Nelson, Hampton, VA 

Brother Tyrone Nelson, Henrico, VA 

Reverend Drew Nettinga, Woodbridge, VA 

Reverend Peter Nunnally, Arlington, VA 

Reverend Anthony Oliver, Alexandria, VA 

Reverend Cheryl Owen-Watson, 
Mechanicsville, VA 

Reverend Shelby Owen, Richmond, VA 

Pastor James Page, Falls Church, VA 

Rev. Dr. Betty Parker-Mccullough, 
Virginia Beach, VA 

Mrs. Crystal Parker, Glen Allen, VA 

Pastor Joyce Peachey Lind, Harrisonburg, VA 

Reverend Nicki Peet, Williamsburg, VA 

Reverend Evelyn Penn, Dillwyn, VA 

Reverend Pam Philips, Blacksburg, VA 

Reverend Jonathan Poarch, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Deborah Porras, Alexandria, VA 

Reverend Melody Porter, Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. W. Benjamin Pratt, Ashburn, VA 

Rev. Dr. Sarah Price, Richmond, VA 

Ms. C Rives Priddy, Ashland, VA 

Reverend Jeanne Pupke, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Michael Reaves, Fort Defiance, VA 

Reverend Matt Rhodes, Berryville, VA 

Dr. Kimberly Ridley, Glen Allen, VA 

Rev. Dr. Sharon Riley, Norfolk, VA 

Pastor Andrea Roby, Suffolk, VA 

Reverend Dave Rochford III, 
Williamsburg, VA 

Deacon Shirley Ruedy, Staunton, VA 

Reverend Amy Russell, Richmond, VA 

Brother Vernon Savage, Norfolk, VA 

Barbara Schweitzer, Cape Charles, VA 

Pastor Clarence Sellers Jr, Chesapeake, VA 



 

Father Wm. Thomas Martin, 
Williamsburg, VA 

Rev. Dr. Trisha Miller Manarin, Annandale, VA 

Reverend Ryan Schaeffer, Christiansburg, VA 

Reverend Larry Thompson, Winchester, VA 

Reverend Ben Hadley-Goggin, 
Mechanicsville, VA 

Chaplain Gordon Meriwether, 
Rockingham, VA 

Reverend Kendra Grimes, Ashland, VA 

Reverend Janet Hatfield Legro, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Mary Kay Scott Collins, 
Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. William Olewiler, Fleming Island, FL 

Reverend Amy Starr Redwine, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Judy Worthington, 
Newport News, VA 

Dr. R. Franklin Gillis, Jr, Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. Stephen Hay, Harrisonburg, VA 

Rev. Canon John Tadlock, N. Chesterfield, VA 

Dr. Ed Walker, Arlington, VA 

Reverend Jack Bailey, Woodford, VA 

Reverend Don Powell, Midlothian, VA 

Reverend Hugh Harris, N. Chesterfield, VA 

Reverend Larry Brayton, Henrico, VA 

Reverend Alvin Horton, N. Chesterfield, VA 

Reverend Wilson Kennedy, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Susanne Mactavish, Verona, VA 

Rev. Dr. Lawrence Buxton, Ashburn, VA 

Reverend Bradley Dulaney, Blacksburg, VA 

Reverend Lindsey Franklin, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Darrel Hostetter, Rockingham, VA 

Pastor Chris Zepp, Bridgewater, VA 

Pastor Harvey Yoder, Rockingham, VA 

Pastor Brian Burkholder, Harrisonburg, VA 

Reverend Sheryl Johnson, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Katherine Gooch, Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. Jerrold Foltz, Centreville, VA 

Reverend Josh Andrzejewski, 
North Chesterfield, VA 

Reverend Linda Higgins, Midlothian, VA 

Pastor Alvin Walker, Winchester, VA 

Reverend Daniel Ivey, Midlothian, VA 

Mr. Timothy Hunt, McLean, VA 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Fludd, Williamsburg, VA 

Ms. Linda Royster, Bridgewater, VA 

Mr. Timothy Hunt, McLean, VA 

Reverend Laura Martin, Reston, VA 

Mother Susan Bentley, Salem, VA 

Rabbi Bruce Aft, Springfield, VA 

Rabbi Bailey Romano, Alexandria, VA 

Rabbi David Spinrad, Alexandria, VA 

Rabbi Rabbi Schnitzer, Reston, VA 

Reverend Cynthia Keyser, Roanoke, VA 

Bishop Susan Goff, Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. Christopher Scott, Winchester, VA 

Reverend Kathleen Sturges, 
Charlottesville, VA 

Reverend William Dickinson, 
Fredericksburg, VA 

Rev. Dr. John Kater, Winchester, VA 

Reverend Susan Eaves, Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. Lynn Ronaldi, Lorton, VA 

Father Nicholas Forti, Ashland, VA 

Reverend Mary Kay Brown, Ashburn, VA 

Reverend John Niemeyer, Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. Theodore Johnson, Basye, VA 

Reverend James Hughes, Manasas, VA 

Reverend Elizabeth Franklin, Arlington, VA 



 

Reverend Frederico Garza, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Katherine Dougherty, 
Mechanicsville, VA 

Reverend Susan Macdonald, Winchester, VA 

Dr. Lindon Eaves, Richmond, VA 

Reverend David May, RIchmond, VA 

Reverend Kimberly Glenn, Irvington, VA 

Father Daniel Johnson, Fredericksburg, VA 

Reverend Fanny Belanger, Arlington, VA 

Reverend David Knight, Richmond, VA 

Father William Pickering, Richmond, VA 

Reverend David Stoddart, Charlottesville, VA 

Deacon Kathryn Thomas, Ruckersville, VA 

Reverend Gary Smith, Keswick, VA 

Reverend Catherine Hicks, 
Fredericksburg, VA 

Father Herbert Jones, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Penny Nash, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Edward Miller, McLean, VA 

Rev. Dr. Heather A. Warren, Earlysville, VA 

Dr. Stephen Rowles, New Kent, VA 

Reverend David Crosby, Alexandria, VA 

Reverend J Hugh James, Glen Allen, VA 

Reverend J Bruce Stewart, Annandale, VA 

Reverend Anne Turner, Arlington, VA 

Reverend James Hughes, Manassas, VA 

Father Matthew Machowski, Alexandria, VA 

Father Paul Moberly, Annandale, VA 

Rev. Dr. Bruce Gray, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Sandra Mizirl, Reedville, VA 

Reverend Emily Krudys, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Rock Higgins, Ashland, VA 

Father Roberto Orihuela, Potomac, MD 

Reverend Melanie Lewis, Winchester, VA 

Dr. Jennifer Lazzuri, Ashland, VA 

Reverend Linnea Turner, Broad Run, VA 

Deacon Katherine Ferguson, Woodbridge, VA 

Representative Philene Ware Dunn, 
Vienna, VA 

Reverend Marian Windel, Louisa, VA 

Rev. Dr. Ann Willms, Charlottesville, VA 

Father Charles Sydnor Jr., Heathsville, VA 

Reverend Malcolm Turnbull, Chesterfield, VA 

Rev. Dr. Hilary Smith, Henrico, VA 

Reverend Stuart Schadt, Manassas, VA 

Reverend Frederic Huntington, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Megan Limburg, Kilmarnock, VA 

Reverend Gary Barker, Kingston Parish, 
Mathews, VA 

Reverend Dorota Wright-Pruski, Arlington, VA 

Reverend Leonard Gandiya, King George, VA 

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Bryan, Alexandria, VA 

Reverend Shirley Smith Graham, Henrico, VA 

Reverend Judith Davis, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Christopher Miller, 
Mechanicsville, VA 

Reverend Jen Kimball, Gloucester, VA 

Reverend Andrew Moore, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Kelly Moughty, Falls Church, VA 

Deacon Jennie Waering, Roanoke, VA 

Rev. Dr. Corey Walker, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Andrew Ware, Suffolk, VA 

Reverend Ryan Ware, Ringgold, VA 

Reverend Christopher Watson, 
Fredericksburg, VA 

Reverend Christopher Watson, 
Fredericksburg, VA 

Dr. Lance Watson, Henrico, VA 

 



 

Minister Juan Shackelford, Chesterfield, VA 

Rev. Dr. Patricia Shipley, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Rochelle Shoemaker, 
Charlottesville, VA 

Chaplain Donna Smith, Stony Creek, VA 

Minister Joyce Smith, N. Chesterfield, VA 

Dr. Sylvester Smith, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Timothy Smith, Midlothian, VA 

Mrs. Abby Spencer, Richmond, VA 

Reverend James C Sprouse, Henrico, VA 

Reverend Jason Stanley, Norfolk, VA 

Elder Esther Stenson, Harrisonburg, VA 

Reverend Paula Stoltzfus, Harrisonburg, VA 

Reverend Laura Stratton, Luray, VA 

Reverend Hilary Streever, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Veda Suggs-Essilfie, Henrico, VA 

Reverend Charles Swadley, Williamsburg, VA 

Reverend Kathryn Talley, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Tim Tate, Warrenton, VA 

Reverend Vanessa Taylor Franklin, 
Richmond, VA 

Rev. Dr. Donna Taylor, Fredericksburg, VA 

Reverend Leigh Anne Taylor, Lynchburg, VA 

Reverend David Teschner, Petersburg, VA 

Reverend Susie Thomas, Farmville, VA 

Canon Mary Thorpe, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Randall Timmerman, Norfolk, VA 

Rev. Dr. Larry Tingle, N. Chesterfield, VA 

Reverend Kim Triplett, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Ann Truitt, Front Royal, VA 

Deacon John Tucker, Mechanicsville, VA 

Reverend Christy Turner, Midlothian, VA 

Rev. Dr. Rob Vaughn, Herndon, VA 

Reverend Susan Verbrugge, Blacksburg, VA 

 

Bishop Ronald Watson, Christiansburg, VA 

Mr. Albert Weal Jr,  Chesapeake, VA 

Bishop Peter Weaver, Williamsburg, VA 

Reverend Pam Webb, Williamsburg, VA 

Reverend Cornelia Weierbach, Arlington, VA 

Reverend Rosemary Welch, Reston, VA 

Reverend Scott West, Blacksburg, VA 

Reverend Walt Westbrook, Mcdowell, VA 

Reverend Kristin Wickersham, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Kameron Wilds, Lorton, VA 

Brother Joseph Williams, Virginia Beach, VA 

Reverend Daniel Willson, Williamsburg, VA 

Reverend Drew Willson, Henrico, VA 

Reverend Juli Wilson-Black, Reston, VA 

Pastor Robert Winfree, 
North Chesterfield, VA 

Reverend Edward Winkler, Charlottesville, VA 

Pastor Charles Winner, Williamsburg, VA 

Pastor Jim Wood, Norfolk, VA 

Pastor Edward Woodard, Roanoke, VA 

Reverend Daniel Wray, Leesburg, VA 

Reverend Lauren Wright, Culpeper, VA 

Reverend Lindsey Baynham, Richmond, VA 

Reverend Eric Anspaugh, Rocky Mount, VA 

Dr. Libby Grammer, Martinsville, VA 


